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Message to the Congress on the
United States Air Force Operating
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada

January 28, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the “Act”), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 16, 2003, I issued Presidential
Determination 2003-39 (copy enclosed) and
thereby exercised the authority to grant cer-
tain exemptions under section 6001(a) of the
Act.

Presidential Determination 2003-39 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that might re-
quire the disclosure of classified information
concerning that operating location to unau-
thorized persons. Information concerning ac-
tivities at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified, and its disclosure would be harm-
ful to national security. Continued protection
of this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons.
The determination also was not intended to
limit the applicability or enforcement of any
requirement of law applicable to the Air
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake
except those provisions, if any, that might re-
quire the disclosure of classified information.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 28, 2004.

Remarks in a Discussion on the
National Economy in Merrimack,
New Hampshire

January 29, 2004

The President. Thank you, Dale. Appre-
ciate it. Thank you all. Be seated, please. It’s
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nice to be back. I understand there’s been
some activity in the State of New Hampshire
recently. [Laughter] I appreciate your hospi-
tality. It’s great to be back at Fidelity. It's
good to see Mr. Johnson, Ned Johnson, who
is the founder of this fantastic company. And
Abby, the president—Abby Johnson. There
is nothing wrong with a child following in
the father’s footsteps. [Laughter]

It is really good to be back here again. I
really appreciate you coming. We're going to
have an interesting discussion today about
the economy. And before we get to there,
I do want to say something about some of
the elected officials that have joined us, start-
ing with your two United States Senators. My
buddy Judd Gregg does a fabulous job for
the people of New Hampshire, and I'm really
proud he’s here. Thank you, Judd. And so
is Sununu—TJohn Sununu is doing a fine job
as well.

I am proud that Jeb Bradley, the Congress-
man from this district, traveled with me
today. I appreciate Jeb’s leadership and his
friendship in the Congress. Thank you, Jeb.
And of course, there’s Charlie Bass, who is
the other Congressman from this great
State—good friend, fine Congressman. I ap-
preciate you coming, Charlie.

I know we got State officials here. The at-
torney general is here; the leader of the sen-
ate is here; the speaker of the house is here.
I appreciate Bernie Streeter, the mayor of
Nashua, being here. It's good to see you
again, Bernie. I want to thank a lot of my
buddies who are on the Executive Council
for the great State of New Hampshire. It’s
good to see Ruthie Griffin and Ray and Dave
Wheeler. T appreciate you all coming. I'm
honored that you're here.

Most of all, T want to thank you all for
giving us a chance to talk about the economy.
Before we do so, though, I do want to point
out a citizen named Dan Hebert who is with
us. Dan is a USA Freedom Corps volunteer.
Two years ago, I started what’s called the
USA Freedom Corps. It was started to give
people a chance to serve their communities.
There’s a lot of volunteering going on in this
State, and you just witnessed an accolade for
one.

But so we in Washington started this
website for people to be able to tap into kind



